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CHARLES NEDD 


THE FIRST DEBATE 


ANNCR: WEWS ANALYST CHARLES MEDD HAS THESE OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
FIRST OF THREE TELEVISED DEBATES BETWEEN PRESIDEIIT FORD AND 
JIMMY CARTER. 


VOICE: ALL ALONG THE EXPERTS HAVE BEEt! SAYING THE DEBATES WILL 
BE THE DECIDING FACTOR IN THIS YEAR'S ELECTION AND THAT THE 
DEBATING CANDIDATES WILL BE JUDGED LESS BY 'IHAT THEY SAY THAN 
HOW! THEY SAY IT. IN THEIR FIRST NINETY-MINUTE ENCOUNTER, 
NEITHER JIMMY CARTER HOR PRESIDEI!T FORD ADDED MUCH THAT WAS NEV! 
THE PUBLIC RECORD. THEIR ARGUIiENTS FOR THE MOST PART FOLLO\ED 
PARTY LINES. MISTER CARTER ATTACKED REPUDLICAN FAILURES IN THE 
AREAS OF UiiENPLOVHENT, TAX JUSTICE AND EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP, 
THE PRESIDENT DEFENDED HIS OWN RECORD, CLAINIIIG CREDIT FOR RE- 
STORING FAITH Il! THE GOVERNMENT AND FOR ECONOMIC STASILITY WHILE 
CHARGING THAT DEMOCRATIC PROGRAMS \OULD BRING ABOUT BIGGER 
GOVERNMENT AND MORE INFLATION. 

MUCH OF THE SCRIPT MIGHT HAVE SEEN WRITTEN BEFOREHAND, 
WHAT WAS UNEXPECTED, AT LEAST BY SOME, WAS THE SHARPNESS 
OF THE VERBAL EXCHANGES. MISTER CARTER ACCUSED THE PRESIDENT OF 
BEING INSENSITIVE TO THE PLIGHT OF AMERICA'S JOMLESS AND SAID 
HE MISREPRESENTED THE CARTER TAX PROPOSALS. MISTER FORD, IN 
EQUALLY FIRM LANGUAGE, CHARGED HIS RIVAL WITH TRYING TO BE ALL 
THINGS TO ALL PEOPLE. 

IN PREPARING FOR THIS FIRST DELATC, IT WAS CLEAR THAT NEITHER 
CANDIDATE WAS AS CONCERIJED ABOUT VWIMIING AS HE WAS ABOUT NOT 


LOSING. WHAT WORRIED BOTH THE CARTER AND FORD CANPAIGN MANAGERS 


TO 


POLITICAL FEATURE NO. 1-1502 PAGE 2 
WAS THE POSSISILITY OF A SERIOUS i1STAKE THAT MIGHT PERMANENTLY 
SHAPE VOTER OPINIONS SONNE FIVE WEEXS BEFORE ELECTION DAY. 

THAT DID MOT HAPPET. 

BUT IF THERE WERE NO SERIOUS BLUI!DERS, INITIAL REACTIONS SUGGES 
THAT PRESIDENT FORD NAY HAVE BENEFITTED MORE FRO! HIS PRESENTATION 
THAt!E HIS DEMOCRATIC OPPONENT, MISTER FORD -- NOT WIDELY NOTED 
FOR HIS ORATORICAL SKILLS -- ‘!AS FRO!] THE START RELAXED AND 
ARTICULATE, WHILE MISTER CARTER HINSELF LATER ADMITTED TO EARLY 
MERVOUSHIESS BUT SAID HE WAS PLEASED BY HIS OVERALL PERFORIIANCE. 
AT LEAST ONE PUCLIC OPINIOM SURVEY -- TAXEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 
OEBATE ENDED --GAVE THE PRESIDE!NIT A SLIGI!T EDGE, ALTHOUGH A 
SUBSTANTIAL NUMCER OF THOSE QUCSTIONED SA't NO DIFFERENCE. 

PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTAI:T SURVEY YAS THE ONE PUBLISHED ON THE 
EVE OF THE DESATE BY POLLSTE?® GEORGE GALLUP 'IHO FOUIID MORE 
THAN ONE-THIRD OF THE AMERICA: VOTERS STILL UNDECIDED. HOt) THAT 
ONE-THIRD OF THE ELECTORATE REACTED TO THE FIRST DEBATE -- AND 
THE INTERPRETATIONS OF THE MASS MEDIA ~-- MAY WELL AFFECT CURRENT 
OPINION SAUPLIWGS THAT UNTIL NO‘! HAVE FAVORED MISTER CARTER, 

BUT IN THIS ELECTION YEAR, SO DOII.:ATED DY SURPRISE, AND WITH TWO 
ORE DEBATES TO GO, EVEN THE EXPERTS WILL GO SLO!’ BEFORE MAKING 
THEIR FINAL BETS, 


ENS 


